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plendid
Isolation is
a series of

new oil paintings
exploring themes
of isolation,
uncertainty and transience

during the strange and surreal time of a
global pandemic.

In his novel, Kafka on the Shore, Haruki
Murakami wrote:

Once the storm is over you
won't remember how you made
it through, how you managed to
survive. You won't even be sure,

in fact, whether the storm is
really over. But one thing is
certain. When you come out of
the storm you won't be the
same person who walked in.

Splendid Isolation (Under the Soaring Sky),
5" X 4' oil on birch panel, 2020

SPLENDID ISOLATION

The paintings in
this exhibition are
my response to
the pandemic of
2020-21, during
which there has

been an ongoing
struggle to make sense of our shifting
world.

The paintings are mostly night scenes, both
urban and rural, and inhabited by solitary
figures that are dissolving, shifting and not
very tangible. Even the ground is shifting
beneath their feet. Night is a liminal and
solitary time.

They inhabit places that | have been in the
past. There is a loose narrative suggested in
the paintings, unresolved and open ended.
The narrative is deliberately unresolved, to
convey the feeling of uncertainty and
unpredictability, with everything in flux.

| have been using a combination of
printmaking and painting techniques when

Cover: Detail, Splendid Isolation (Soaring Sky), 4' X 5' Qil on birch panel, 2020
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Splendid Isolation (Approaching Storm),
40" X 50", oil on birch panel, 2021

executing my paintings. When | create
monotypes | use a reductive approach, by
pulling away dark ink with my fingers to
create light and reveal form. I've been using
a similar process in my paintings which
creates imagery that mysteriously emerges
in a haptic way. This way of working is
conducive to creating a powerful feeling of
light, created by strong tonal and colour
contrasts: acrid greens and yellows, purples
and saturated reds. The intensity of the
colours in the paintings are deliberately
oppositional to mirror the intensity of
feeling that comes with recreating a
memory of a time and place while the
outside world is in turmoil.

These paintings embrace uncertainty and
a feeling of fragmentation, but also
unveil a beauty arising from creating in
solitude, with transitional realizations and
insights. Like many artists, | am
accustomed to working in isolation,
however, this time of the pandemic has
created an increased intensity of
experience that is having a profound
influence on my painting process. As the
daily tragedy of this pandemic continues,
my studio feels, even more than usual,
like a place of urgency and regeneration,

SPLENDIDISOLATION

a sanctuary during a time of conflicting
political tensions, and personal & social
constraints. There is fear in the air, and

~uncertainty clings to every interaction.

What was familiar and predictable no
longer is so.

The COVID-19 pandemic has already

| deeply disrupted our social and cultural
structures and wrought unimaginable
damage on the global economy.
Everything is in flux. Commerce has come
to a grinding halt as restaurants, bars,
universities, day cares, public schools,
cinemas, hair salons and art museums are
shuttered. The great financial insecurity
and strain around the world is palpable as
people lose their jobs, and as self-employed
artists lose their gigs. The paintings that |
am working on reflect this uncertainty and
intensity, communicating the feeling of
unpredictable transition and fluctuation.

This is reflected in the paintings through
strangely lit environments of strongly
contrasting light and colour, inhabited by
solitary figures. We are living through a
life-transforming time with an unseen

Splendid Isolation (Night Swimmers, Red Sea)
42" X 48" , oil & beeswax on birch panel, 2020

[continued on the bottom of page 4]
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Splendid Isolation (The Sea Was In A Beautiful Boil),
42" X 48", oil on birch panel 2020
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